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SUBJECT: RED: SCHOLARSHIPS FOR PAPUA NEW GUINEA: PNG ASSOCIATE 
MEMBERSHIP SEAMEO 

REF: STATE 289996 (NOTAL) 

1 . REFTEL PARA 3 REQUESTED RED VIEWS/INFORMATION RE POSSIBLE 
SEAMEO MEMBERSHIP FOR PNG/OTHER PACIFIC ISLAND STATES. ASSOCIATE 
MEMBERSHIP DESIGNED ORIGINALLY TO ACCOMMODATE INTERESTED DONOR 
COUNTRIES. AUSTRALIA, NZ, FRANCE HAVE ACQUIRED SUCH STATUS; US IS 
ONLY AN OBSERVER. JAPAN HAS FLIRTED WITH SEAMEO RE ASSOCIATE 
STATUS FOR SEVERAL YEARS WITHOUT SUCCEEDING IN CONVINCING SEAMEO 
THAT ASSOCIATE STATUS DESERVES FRANCHISE. PRESENT GOJ DEMARCHE 
FOR ASSOCIATE STATUS NOT INCONSISTENT THIS POINT. 

2. PROCEDURALLY, RED SUGGESTS EMBASSY PORT MORESBY CONSIDER 
INITIATING ACTION BILATERALLY WITH HOST MFA RESUTLING IN EVENTUAL 
DIRECT APPROACH TO SEAMEO THROUGH BANGKOK SECRETARIAT (SEAMES). 
RED PREPARED SERVE INTERLOCUTORY ROLE FOR EMBASSY BUT BELIEVES 
DIRECT PNG-SEAMES CONNECTION CORRECT APPROACH. PNG REPRESENTED 
IN BANGKOK BY AUSTRALIA; THIS SITUATION COULD RESULT IN AUSTRALIA 
INTERFACING WITH SEAMES. NOTE THAT FINAL DECISIONS RE ASSOCIATE 
STATUS REST WITH COUNCIL OF MINISTERS. COUNCIL CONVENES ANNUALLY. 
NEXT COUNCIL MEETING SCHEDULED FOR LATE MARCH 1977. IN ADDITION 
TO AUSTRALIA REPRESENTING PNG IN BANGKOK, ISSUE OF POSSIBLE FUTURE 
US FUNDING PNG SCHOLARSHIPS MIGHT PROVE SENSITIVE ISSUE. NOTE 
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TION FUNDING OF ESCAP: SOPAC: CCOP SUVA, FIJI OPERATIONAL COSTS 
FOR PERIOD SEPTEMBER-DECEMBER 1976. 

3. CONVERSATIONS WITH SEAMES SENIOR OFFICER RE PNG/PACIFIC 
ISLAND ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP ELICITED SYMPATHETIC PERSONAL RESPONSE 
ALONG FOLLOWING LINES. BELIEVES ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP MIGHT BE 
SPLIT IN TWO CATEGORIES: VIZ. A) EXISTING ONE FOR DONORS SUCH AS 
NZ, AUSTRALIA, FRANCE, WITH ANNUAL CONTRIBUTION DOLS. 10,000 OR 
MORE TO SUPPORT SECRETARIAT (SEAMES) PLUS VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS 
TO SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL DEVELOPMENT FUND (SEDF); AND B ) NEW CATEGORY 
FOR LLDC WHERE FINANCIAL OBLIGATION MIGHT BE WAIVED. RATIONALE 
FOR THIS ENLIGHTENED POSITION BASED ON SEAMEO INSTITUTIONAL 
MATURITY CHARACTERIZED BY INCREASING OUTWARD ORIENTATION. BELIEF 
BASED ALSO ON CONFIDENCE AND SELF-RECOGNITION THAT SEAMEO COM- 
PLEX HAS MEASURABLE WORTH AND ATTRACTIVENESS FOR COUNTRIES 
BEYOND BOUNDARIES SEASIA. NOTE, HOWEVER, THAT NO STAFF WORK 
DONE ON THIS MATTER. COMMUNICATION FROM PNG MIGHT TRIGGER SUCH 
AND GET ISSUE ON MARCH AGENDA. 
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